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GIUSEPPE DI PAOLOEA, (O—F) [It's a great opportunity and Great
experience. I know that it's bit harder to give them something deeper just one
day. But I think that they show me petition this. And I think that we try to give
them our idea of basket ball. We cannot say that we teach them something but
we put some seeds in their mind. They more curios to know something more
something new. This is the best basketball we are having this kind of situation.
: ; : We know that just one day we cannot change their life but we can give them
o Z [Z T = somenew idea and some situation. This is a first time I am in Asia. So, it's big
difference from Europe and Italy. It's very nice to understand the differences and similarities. Basketball is the way to
top all over the world!|
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, Hello, Summer Vacation Homework Class. We are very happy to join this class.

My boy is verry happy to be a part of you. It's verry helpful for homework those who are
foreigners. The teachers are so nice and understanding. We are very happy to get their advice and
: thank you for city hall and introduce this class. Thank you. E/\>YREA (\>DS5F 1w 1)
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As an international student participating in the Mikoshi festival in Japan, I had a
remarkable experience. The vibrant atmosphere, traditional music, and lively dancing
filled me with excitement and joy. Embracing the local culture and traditions, I felt a
strong sense of community and unity as we carried the Mikoshi shrine together. The
warm hospitality of the Japanese people made me feel welcomed and appreciated.
Through this festival, I not only learned about Japan’s rich heritage but also made
meaningful connections with locals and fellow participants. It was a truly immersive
and unforgettable cultural experience that broadened my perspective and deepened
my appreciation for Japan and its people.

v R (&%)
This is my first participation in the Oyama festival was unforgettable adventure that left
an indelible impression on my heart. The resounding spirit of enthusiasm and
camaraderie demonstrated by the people of Oyama City made this festival a true
testament to the beauty of cultural exchange and celebration. I am already looking
forward to next year’s event, eagerly anticipating the magic and vitality it will
undoubtedly bring once again.

TTA=— (H1) 7}<ﬁ?ﬁ:‘ﬁ/ﬁ\(1j(tﬂ !
The Mikoshi festival was a festival like no other that I had participated in. The first and most vivid thing that comes to

mind is the respect I have for all the Japanese men, women and children who were lifting the Mikoshi with all their

strength, as the Mikoshi was incredibly heavy and hurt a lot to lift even with 40 people carrying one. The second

thing I noticed was the sense of community that the event had birthed. A lot of people in Oyama came to this event

to join in the festival and all came together to lift a 1-ton Mikoshi, as did I, which was incredibly heavy but with the

strength of everyone involved I felt like we could even lift more. The sense of community that the Mikoshi festival

displayed was incredible to me and I would love to join another festival in with similar vibes, but hopefully not during

the summer as the hot temperature in the air and the heavy load we had to carry made this festival incredibly tiring

and strength intensive.

NRATIL (D52 XR) 7745 (RNL—27)

The Oyama Festival was both a surprising and interesting /MNLUD 1T X5+ /VULOSEISFIEEICIRYDONT. KED
experience for me. Before going there, I thought It would be  ZFonFENESED ., PHELIFINTEEEHALE
like in anime with a lot of food stands and fireworks. However, g \T#@0OHOTOELE, BHOBES HEAIEC

this day was totally different. Indeed, it's when I started to  jjas\mus. MiSEEHALEAER T B N TEEL
carry the Mikoshi that I realized that it would be filled with = BUUMRERT LT

stronger feelings than just joy and love. The wooden beams
of the Mikoshi did in fact hurt my shoulders a lot and the level ;4 (XL—7)

of hurting was multiplied by 10 because of the terrible hot  gmmmnz A mCE NS ZRBDRASETT., BENEX
weather. But I understood that this suffering was needed for g cE(\BEEEZEODRIAZTCUENAEESELT
having the optimal festival experience. Indeed, I was not (1 h>7=T9, ROHIC. BAETEBRNDEL
alone to suffer, and saying in rhythm “An-gosu Ten-noh" all 1= 7= #3935 SEYOEECHEEZELTESL),

together created a really strong link between each one of us.  KMCESLTCLET, AETHSH CHERAD I T AT+

On top of that, if the suffering was horrible, the pauses UL&ESIMUIEOT. SERRER(CRDELE,
between carrying were 100 times more satisfying especially

when you feel the cold drink flowing down your throat. These

W=7 (DS RHEE)

On July 16, 2023, I had the privilege of taking part in the Oyama City Festival in Tochigi. The aim was to carry a
temple called a Mikoshi through the city streets all together during the festival. We wore the same white outfits as all
the participants, who kindly welcomed us. It was the hottest, sunniest day since I arrived in Japan, so it was really
nerve-wracking, but seeing everyone putting their heart and soul into the ceremony, I couldn't help but follow and
participate as best I could. I was impressed to see the solidarity of the Japanese people, and to see that by joining
forces it's possible to lift 1 ton! I thought it was great that the girls and children were also able to participate and do
their best. The atmosphere was very festive: traditional music, samurai parades, food stands, it was all great. It was
the first time I'd seen a temple up close, and I was able to visit the gardens with the other international students and
eat shaved ice to cool us down in the heat. I met some incredible people who integrated me warmly, were interested
in my culture, complimented me and encouraged me, I really enjoyed talking to all these people. Thank you for
allowing me to live these moments, certainly hard but unforgettable.
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pauses were also moments of sharing between people: I have
been served water and I served water to others in return. We
also took advantage of these pauses to watch the march with
other Mikoshi-s (especially the inauguration of the new 1-ton
Mikoshi) and musical shows as well as a katana show. You
would have understood it, besides of the suffering, this
experience was overall a moment of sharing, proximity and
satisfaction. I enjoyed it a lot.
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